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Cele�ating the Past, Looking to the Future
by Mike Tilley, Senior Pastor

Welcome to the Summer edition of Back Story! Twice each year we look back and highlight stories of 
God at work in the lives of the people of Lake Baldwin Church. This is a great chance for you to catch up 
on the big picture. Look around for people you know. We hope these stories will encourage you.

Molly and I love being a part of this church community. When people are hurting or in need, we see a 
caring community. When we gather for worship or in community groups, we see a growing 
community. In a world crying out for hope, we see a community that wants to make a di�erence. The 
stories and pictures in this issue show the heart of our community.

It’s always fun to hear how people came to Lake Baldwin Church for the �rst time. One friend told me 
that his wife wanted the family to go to church. He said, “If you can �nd a church where I can wear 
shorts to worship, I’ll go to that church.” Their family now comes to worship every week, and they have 
a child in SPLASH Kids who is joining with other children to learn about Jesus.

Here's another one. You may remember that as part of the August Prayer Initiative last year, we began praying for all the people moving 
into Baldwin Harbor apartments, the new ones on the lake. Sure enough, some folks from those apartments came to our Palm Sunday 
service. One of the guests started weeping during the worship, and told me afterwards, “I’m sure God wanted me here.” Some of them 
came to Good Friday service, and then brought a whole row for Easter Sunday!

What’s the “secret sauce” of Lake Baldwin Church, when we’re at our best? Actually, since we’re not always at our best, a better question 
might be: What’s the “secret sauce” when we’re just a group of sinners who fall short? It’s the gospel. It’s the grace of God in Jesus Christ. 
It’s the good news that we rest in Christ’s righteousness, and not our own. 

Molly and I continue to grow in grace as part of this work. For years, Molly has helped me grasp the gospel and has shaped the way I do 
pastoral work. As part of the sta� team, she has helped “in the trenches” of ministry doing outreach, hospitality, welcoming new guests at 
church, and meeting personally with people to help them grow. This past spring she took on an additional role as interim SPLASH Kids 
Director. I’m so thankful for her.

And I’m jazzed about the future. When I see people coming to Christ and when I see people growing in their faith, it’s so encouraging. 
When I see the many ways that we’re connecting with a broken world, it’s inspiring. 

I love our gospel-rich worship service, planned and led by Joel Pollard. We have all appreciated Katie Pollard’s creative gifts as Director of 
Communication, along with her organizational support for all of our ministries. Joe White has completed his �rst year as assistant pastor, 
and our church has grown through his Christ-centered preaching and his personal ministry between Sundays. Mark McKinney, our new 
youth director, is ready to lead our youth group, just in time! And SPLASH is on a roll, with our new director just around the corner. We have 
new elders and deacons on the way, and many new members becoming part of our church body.

But let’s remember this. Apart from God, we can do nothing. “Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain” (Psalm 127:1). 
As soon as you can, please sign up for the August Prayer Initiative, uniting our whole church to pray each day.

Thank you for all you do to support Lake Baldwin Church in its worship and work! I hope you enjoy Back Story, and I look forward to writing 
the next chapter together!

We’re m�e sinful than we ever imagined, but we’re m�e loved than we ever dreamed. 
�at’s the gospel truth that fuels the unfolding st�y of Lake Baldwin Church.

>>

looking ahead
August �ayer Initiative

Join us during the month of August as we all pray together that the gospel will go forth to 
transform lives and communities within in our church, in our city, and throughout the world. 

Sign up now: www.lakebaldwinchurch.com/prayer



>> LOVING COMMUNITY

Winter Park Multi-Generational

www.lakebaldwinchurch.com/community-groups

“The idea of our group came out of a 
place of personal need in our 
relationship to draw us together as 
a couple. The unique aspect of a 
multi-generational couples’ group is 
that it gives you the chance to be 
present in your current reality, while 
also remembering how things used 
to be and what we have to look 
forward to. Each week we walk 
away thanking the Lord for His gift of community and 
seeking His path for our lives.”

—Adam and Chandler Mikkelson

Since our last newsletter we held two New Members classes. We 
are thrilled to welcome all of these families into our community.

“Our multigenerational group was always 
interesting, and at times hilarious. We 
have loved hearing both Baby Boomers 
and Millennials share their perspectives 
on topics such as generosity, simplicity, 
and intimacy.”

—Scot Shiflett

community group spotlightnew members

“... Shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, 
not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you.”

Lake Baldwin Church is governed by a “plurality of leaders” comprised of elders elected by the members of the congregation. 
Elders are called to give oversight and care. This model of leadership is most clearly laid out in 1 Peter 5:1-4—

shepherding & care

Shepherding involves knowing the flock, feeding the flock, 
leading the flock, and guarding the flock. While discipleship 
and care happen most often in Community Groups, the 
elders o�er prayer and a direct connection to leadership.
When people become members of LBC they are assigned to 
an elder’s shepherding group. Periodically the elders host 
gatherings in their homes, inviting their shepherding groups 
as well as others who are just getting connected to the 
church. These dinners “set the stage” for ongoing connection 
with elders and deacons. Most importantly, elders make it a 
priority to pray for the members of their shepherding groups 
in times of need.

The elders and their wives at a recent leadership dinner

looking ahead
October 1st

A congregational meeting will take 
place at 9:30 AM to elect additional 
elders. Alternate meeting for those who 
can’t attend the 1st: October 8th.

September 30th, October 7th
Dates for shepherding dinners, hosted 
by elders and wives. If you’re a member, 
look for an email from your elder about 
the exact date for your group.

Mid-fall, TBA
Ordination and installation of new 
elders and deacons.



>> SPIRITUAL GROWTH
LBC provides "avenues" of growth for you to take the next step in your spiritual development. But that next step is up to you. 
This process is often called discipleship. We want to help you follow Jesus and mature in your faith. Here are some of the 
avenues of growth:
Worship: This is central, as our hearts are shaped to grow in our love for God.
Community Groups: These provide the “horizontal” connection, helping us grow in love for others.
Learning Cohorts: These are short-term opportunities to grow in our depth of understanding of God, his Word, and the 
Christian life. 
Service: This is where we put our faith into practice. It’s in service that we grow in likeness to Jesus in community with others.

learning cohorts
reflections from Joe White, Assistant Pastor
Theology Cohorts: One of my favorite aspects of the cohorts I 

lead is the last few minutes of every meeting when we each 
share an idea or truth that we’ll take with us into the rest of 
the week.  There’s a myth out there that theology is cold and 
lifeless.  In these groups we’ve found the contrary to be true: 
digging into the deep truths of the Bible continues to 
jump-start our often cold and life-less hearts.  

Beer with Dead Guys: Why did we start a monthly gathering 
dedicated to beer-drinking and learning about dead 
theologians?  Because there wasn’t one!  I’ve loved having to 
brush up on some of the major figures in church history—like 
Athanasius, Luther, and Bonhoe�er.  But it’s also been a joy 
to see this monthly gathering led by other students and 
teachers of church history.  I always walk away personally 
challenged by the biographies of courage and sacrifice for 
the gospel.   

Discover Grace: As Jack Nicolaus continued to revisit the 
fundamentals of the game of golf, so we as Christians can 
never hear enough of the fundamentals of the gospel.  My 
favorite part of the Discover Grace class this spring was seeing 
both new believers AND veteran Christians connect deeply 
with some of the fundamentals of the faith.

August 20th - September 27th
Ref�mation Learning Coh�t

Sundays, 9:30 AM
at Glenridge Middle School

Open to all, five-week class  taught by 
Richard Hostetter. 

September 3rd - November 19th
Fall sermon series on Galatians

Sundays, 10:45 AM
at Glenridge Middle School

Taught by our pastors. Resources 
available for personal study and 
community groups.

September, details TBA
Discover �ace Learning Coh�t

at the LBC O�ce
1300 Lake Baldwin Lane

Open to all, six-week class taught by 
our pastors.

looking ahead

I have enjoyed being a part of a learning coh�t because it is an intimate group of 
women who desire to understand God be�er and how he created us to be. I feel safe to 
share my thoughts and love hearing from other perspectives !

—Caroline �ons

>>



by Heather Shi�ett

When was the last time you looked at a child and thought, “I wonder what you’re going to be like when you grow up?”  Maybe it’s a 
glimpse into her servant’s heart or hearing his quick wit that causes you to stop and wonder, just for a moment, who God is 
forming…right before your eyes.  Scholars have argued for decades about “Nature vs. Nurture” but followers of Christ know that God 
uses a myriad of people AND environments to form us into the men and women He wants us to be.  In SPLASH Kids, there’s a thrill that 
comes with knowing we get to join in on what God is doing and watch Him in a tiny way lay the foundation for future generations.

Those glimpses are the catalyst to what we do in SPLASH during the 45 minutes or so that we share with your babies who, 
oh-so-quickly, turn into 5th graders!  What a privilege you give us to speak into the lives of your children once a week for the �rst 
decade of their lives. In SPLASH Kids we believe that making the most of the time we have together is important and that’s why we 
have so enjoyed the past four months since we began Rotation Stations.  Hearing God's story and how they are a part of it in Narration 
Station, capturing their minds with God’s plan for them in Imagination Station and sinking treasure deep into their hearts through 
Memorization Station are three of the fundamental ways we use our time together.  Many of you have volunteered to join us on this 
journey, and more of you are praying for SPLASH.  To all of you, we say “THANK YOU!”  We are aware on a weekly basis that we cannot 
invest in these children all on our own.  It’s a team e�ort.

We are particularly grateful to our SPLASH leadership team.  If you are not aware of who has been making this thing we call SPLASH 
happen week by week, let me share with you!

God has put in place an amazing group of servant leaders who consistently share their gifts and time.  And, for that, we say, “to God be 
the glory…great things He has done!”

Interim Director: 
Molly Tilley
Sunday Coordinators: 
Kathryn Bourne, Katie Brubaker, 
Bridgette Cahill, Heather Shi�ett
Administration/Communications: 
Katie Pollard
Volunteer Appreciation: 
Kathryn Bourne

Nursery Team: 
Linda Stau�er
Preschool Team: 
Chandler Mikkelson
Curriculum: 
Amy Heidmann
Welcome Desk Team: 
Patti Rader
“Captain” Team: 
Heather Shi�ett

Station “Lifeguard” Teams: 
Amy Ballenger, Anna Sellers
“High Tide” Worship Team: 
Scott Buono, Abby Noble, Sheri�e 
Oliver
Set Up Team: 
Andrew Balducci
Admin. Assistants / Nursery & 
Preschool: 
Merisa Valk, Christina Voor, Suzi Ball

the surf rep�t



>> CREATIVE FAITH

Joel Pollard, our Director of Worship, took a step of faith when planning for the Easter worship service. The worship numbers were trending 
upward, and there was a real possibility that we might not have enough space in our regular worship area. Despite the unknowns, Joel 
created a plan for Easter worship in the gym, and mobilized an army of volunteers to accomplish a one-o� set-up. The aim was to create 
the classic LBC gospel-rich worship experience in a larger space, allowing more people to hear the gospel.
The result was our largest worship gathering ever. Every logistical detail came together, including sound and visuals. The congregation 
rallied, bringing large numbers of guests, many of whom were just beginning to explore the faith. The music was beautiful, Joe White made 
the Easter story come to life, and “team LBC” got to see God come through. To top it o�, it was “all hands on deck” for our SPLASH Leadership 
Team and High Tide, with many examples of creative faith in bringing the story of Jesus to the kids. 

"But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your le� hand know what your 
right hand is doing, that your charitable deed may be in secret; and your 
Father who sees in secret will Himself reward you openly."  —Ma�hew 6:3-4

SPLASH Kids is excited to host its �rst family service project day on Saturday, July 22nd, 
10 AM - noon, at Glenridge Middle School.  We want to invite everyone to join in the 
fun!

On July 22nd, LBC children will become Secret Agents going “undercover” to serve our 
friends in need at Glenridge Middle School.  There are 50-70 homeless families per year 
who send their children to Glenridge and 15-20 additional families who experience 
�nancial hardship in a manner that prevents them from providing basic needs to their 
children on an on-going basis.  To help alleviate some of their burden, we will be packing 
backpacks with school supplies, sorting gently-used clothing donations of all sizes, 
writing secret notes of encouragement, and gathering non-perishable snacks to ease 
hunger pains.  

Will you help us?  We are looking for individuals/groups who are willing to donate school supplies, backpacks, 
clothing items, and snacks that can then be prepared by the children during our time together on July 22.  To register 
your family for the event or sign up to donate supplies, visit: www.lakebaldwinchurch.com/splash-kids 

looking ahead

gatherings on Sunday evenings, and cared for students whether the group 
was large or small. They walked by faith when the “unknowns” continued 
month after month. 

The wait for visa approval for our new youth 
director tested our congregation, especially 
our teens and their parents. By faith, Scott 
and Lindsay Buono stepped into that gap to 
provide a connection point for our LBC 
youth. They hosted creative youth 

We will stand as children of the �omise;
We will li� our eyes to Him, our sole reward. 
‘�l the race is finished and the w�k is done
We’ll walk by faith and not by sight. 

—Keith and �istyn Ge�y, “By Faith”

There are many areas where our church has had to “walk by faith and not by sight” during 2017. In each case, God has proven himself to 
be majestic, beautiful, and powerful.

LBC youth



>> OUTWARD FACE

Check out the many partner organizations bringing good news to Orlando: www.lakebaldwinchurch.com/city

“When Scott Crocker reached out to introduce me to Jobs 
Partnership I must admit I was clueless.  I had not heard of 
this program that has been around since its inception in 
1999.  After becoming involved, I want to help spread the 
word of this great organization which helps improve the 
lives of Central Floridians. Jobs Partnership combines life 
skills with career skills to help the unemployed, and under 
employed, earn a family-supporting wage through a 
career that matches up with the individual’s speci�c 
pro�le. [Serving as a coach] was a personally rewarding 
experience—to see the students grow as they learned 
about how God has a plan for them, and learning the skills 
to make that plan happen. I would highly encourage you 
to volunteer for this awesome organization.”

—Chris Kendall

“Financial Peace University is a nine week program that gives families 
freedom.  They become free from worry, free from debt and free from guilt 
and shame.  Graduates are equipped with knowledge, as well as simple 
tools and techniques, to attack their debt and plan for the future.  The 
class has something to o�er for everyone, regardless of income level.  
We have graduated three classes of Financial Peace University at Lake 
Baldwin Church and the fourth will �nish this summer.  We have had all 
stages of life—students to retirees—graduate from the class feeling 
empowered.  The average family pays o� $5,209 of debt and adds $1,890 
to their savings while taking the class.”  

—Chelsea Cupps
The next Financial Peace University class starts October 1st, Sunday 
mornings before church. Email Chelsea for more information: 
chelseacupps@gmail.com

When the grace of the gospel grips our hearts, a shift happens inside of us. We want to live beyond ourselves, o�ering hope and 
compassion to those in need. The deacons give leadership to the church in deeds of love and mercy. They o�er care to those in need 
through the deacons fund, and they seek to inspire all of us to love the city.
Tangible examples of loving the city often happen at the grass roots of the church, as the gospel is pressed more deeply into all of our 
hearts. While many personal stories go untold, here are some recent examples:
James and Tara Fussell and their family participated in Walk for Wishes, raising money for the Make-A-Wish Foundation. John and Jane 
Hursh continue to grow Toolbox4Life, equipping people with life skills in the culinary arts. Chelsea Cupps continues to lead Financial 
Peace University, equipping both our congregation and people in the community to manage �nances. Chris Kendall served as a coach 
for a Jobs Partnership Spring 2017 class.
These are just a few of the countless ways that the people of LBC are shining light into darkness, right here in our community.

The historian Arnold Toynbee once said, “Most people have not rejected Christianity, but a caricature of it, a bad picture.” We want to 
break down negative stereotypes, and provide a great environment for people to explore the core message of the Christian faith.

How do we connect with people who are far from God?
As we pray and depend on God’s Spirit, we �nd that God puts us in touch with people who might not yet have a church home or a 
personal faith. To do that, we build bridges:
Relationships: Just as Jesus spent time with people in their own environments, we do the same. We �nd common ground, staying away 
from  controversial subjects or unwelcome, forced faith conversations. Over time, genuine spiritual interest bubbles up.
Events: Baldwin Park sponsors large community events and we join in! These include the Winter Spark Christmas Parade, the Easter egg 
Hunt, and the Independence Bash.
Media: It’s amazing how many people have come to LBC by discovering our web site or through Baldwin Park Living magazine.

How do we help people come to faith in Christ?
One of the ways that we respect people in their faith journey is by allowing people to check out Christianity at their own pace. We o�er 
the gospel clearly and without apology, and trust God for the results. Here are several places where that happens:
In worship: We believe that we can o�er rich Christian worship and clear biblical teaching that communicates with mature believers as 
well as those exploring the faith.
In community: We love to include guests and o�er them hospitality at dinner parties, in community groups, and even in SPLASH Kids.
In conversation: Some people just need a safe place and trusted friends to open up about the most important topic in life. Good faith 
conversations happen over breakfast, at co�ee shops, and in dinner groups like Christianity Explored.



>> GLOBAL MISSIONS
At the end of July LBC is sending a team to La Paz, Mexico to serve with MTW church 
planters, Peter and Jenny Boling. Please pray that God will provide all the �nancial 
support for the team, and pray that their service would be fruitful and encouraging.

Joe White
Jim Cunningham

Joyce Cunningham
Carl Smith

Anthony Indorato
Diana Minotti

Steven Harrison
John Heidmann

Brennan Crocker
Scot Shi�ett
Isaac Shi�ett

Andrew Byerly

La Paz Team Members:

To donate toward this trip, make checks payable to Lake Baldwin Church with “La Paz” in 
the memo, or you may give online and select the “La Paz” fund. If a donation is intended 
for a particular team member, let us know via email: hello@lakebaldwinchurch.com

Ross and Aislinn Meyer are preparing to move to London to join a church planting movement among 
the city’s South Asian community. They believe church planting is God’s primary vehicle for 
evangelism and discipleship, as the local body of Christ lives out its dependence on Jesus. They �rst 
began to see their call to cross-cultural ministry ful�lled as they served for two years in South Asia, 
where their �rst two children were born. Ross graduated in May 2016 with an M.Div. from Reformed 
Theological Seminary (RTS) in Orlando. Since God has given them a love for South Asians, they can’t 
wait to see Him work in their new community as they build relationships, serve their neighbors, and 
share the gospel. 

Davidson and Katie Jean-Rejouis are part of a church planting team in Toulouse, France with Mission 
to the World (MTW). Davidson was born in Haiti and moved to Vero Beach, FL when he was 11. Katie 
grew up in Miami where she fell in love with Christ at a young age. Davidson and Katie both have a 
wide variety of ministry experience in worship, youth ministry, women’s ministry, and with children. 
During a visit to France in 2010 they fell in love with the culture but saw the absence of the gospel and 
a need for the Church. Burdened for Christ to be known, they prayed for France. They have recently 
completed their support and have joined the MTW team in Toulouse. They are excited to help share 
the gospel of Christ with the French.

You probably recognize LBC member Steve Childers, but you may not know that he is the founder and 
president of Pathway Learning.  Using an innovative online and onsite educational platform, Pathway 
Learning brings a�ordable, high-quality, seminary-level courses to millions of aspiring church leaders 
around the world in their language and adapted to their culture. Pathway Learning is launching pilot 
courses in 2017 for under-resourced church leaders in North America, West Europe, West Africa, and 
South Asia, and their goal is to bring this solution to more than two million church leaders in the next 
ten years. 

You may also remember Matt and Jill K, who worshiped at LBC during a season of furlough. They serve 
with Pioneers in a remote city in East Asia, reaching a Muslim minority people group. Many details of 
their ministry must remain vague for their security, but here’s an excerpt from a recent note:
“Our family is just a bit stunned and grateful to receive your generous support for our baseball program.  
Your �nancial help is a huge help to bolster our hopefulness for this work.  Thank you for your generosity to 
provide for us to be able to connect with families by providing baseball for their kids. We so long for the 
connections formed there to lead to fruitfulness for our King! 
”There is much against us, and yet there is much good happening too!  More and more local people are 
�nding the New Testament, and the portions of OT that are available, in an app on their phones.

“More and more [Asian] Christians are �nally coming to serve here…  Please pray with us about possibly shifting some of our focus to 
working with, perhaps helping to train more of these [Asian] brothers and sisters (who are less hindered here than we are) to reach the 
[minority] people.”

meet our missionaries



>> Email
>> Website
>> W�ship Location

>> Office Phone
>> W�ship �me

407.802.7100
SUNDAYS, 10:45 AM

Glendridge Middle School  —  2900 Upper Park Rd. Orlando, FL 32814

hello@lakebaldwinchurch.com
www.lakebaldwinchurch.com

Editors of Back Story: 
Katie Pollard
Katie is the Administrative Manager and Communications 
Director for LBC. Her heart is to use her administrative skills 
and creativity to strategically support the various ministries of 
LBC and help tell the story of how God is using the church in 
the “big picture” work of his kingdom.

Mike �lley
Mike is the Senior Pastor of Lake Baldwin Church. Along with 
preaching, pastoral care, and forward-thinking leadership, 
Mike loves to invest in developing leaders for the future. Since 
the beginning of LBC in 2006, Mike and Molly have worked to 
create a culture where people can grow and use their gifts.

financial updatestaff updates
JANUARY 1 - JUNE 30, 2017

$325,930 $354,611

($28,681)

CONTRIBUTIONS EXPENSES

DIFFERENCE

Thank you for your generous gifts that fuel 
the advancement of the gospel.
In light of our growth and additional 
sta�ng needs please join us in praying for a 
culture of grace-inspired generosity.
We’ve learned that God provides as we all 
participate in the grace of giving.

In June we were noti�ed that the immigration 
service has approved a visa for Mark 
McKinney! Mark is a citizen of Northern Ireland 
who we have asked to be our next Youth Director. 
We are so thankful for God’s sustaining grace 
during this season of waiting, and we’re delighted 
with the favorable outcome! Mark’s wife, Aimee, 
has also been accepted to the Counseling 
program at Reformed Theological Seminary. 
Please continue to pray for Mark and Aimee as 
they move to Orlando!

The McKinneys have sold the majority of their belongings in preparation for the 
overseas move, and we want to shower them with generosity when they arrive to 
make their transition as comfortable and joyful as possible. We need your help! 
We are calling on the congregation to donate gift cards that Mark and Aimee can 
use to furnish their apartment, purchase necessities for their home, buy Aimee’s 
books for RTS, and more. Please purchase gift cards in any dollar amount to IKEA, 
Target, Publix, or Amazon. You may bring them to church on Sunday or to the 
o�ce Tuesday-Friday.

In recent months the church o�ce on Lake Baldwin Lane has undergone a significant update. 
The design overhaul was spearheaded by Joel Pollard with help from special donors and 
numerous cleanup and painting volunteers, especially from the Baldwin Park Young Adults 
community group. The fresh design has made the space highly functional for the wide variety 
of meetings and events that we host at the o�ce. We are thankful for everyone who 
participated in this project and look forward to many more fruitful years of ministry.

office makeover

If you’ve been at a worship service recently it is 
apparent that Lake Baldwin Church is growing! It is 
a joy to see so many new faces in the congregation 
week after week and there are countless stories of 
lives being transformed by the gospel throughout 
our congregation. We look forward to continued 
growth, not just in numbers but spiritual maturity 
and faith. But numbers can help paint a picture of 
where we are so we can prepare for where we’re 
going. Here are some updates:

W�ship a�endance is 23% higher than this time last year
Q1-Q2 tithes and offerings have increased by 17.5% over Q1-Q2 in 2016

Several people have made �rst-time �ofessions of faith
Bruin Gomez was baptized into the Covenant family, and more babies are on the way

Two new Deacons were elected to church o�ce: Chris Kendall and Andy Vincent

Active adult membership has grown to 190, an increase of 76% since 2012

300 people see LBC as their church home

so far in 2017...

>> Place cash or checks in the basket during the o�ering
>> Visit our website to donate via card, ACH transfer, or Apple Pay: 

www.lakebaldwinchurch.com and click give

>> Set up online bill-pay through your personal online banking
>> Text a dollar amount to 84321 (There is a one-time setup to create 

your account; subsequent transactions are instant)

There are a number of ways you can �nancially participate in the work and ministry of Lake Baldwin Church:


